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Johann Schmidt was born in 1895 in Weisskirchen am Taunus, a village near Frankfurt am Main.  Already in early childhood the small boy had shown a talent for music, and the musical family, with which the six year old boy had received his first musical instruction, sent him as a schoolboy to a school of music in Frankfurt. In 1912 Johann Schmidt left this music academy after he had learnt different musical instruments as well as the theory of music.   For many years he worked as a pianist and as an orchestral director in many towns.  

This avid youth had already attended different institutions to learn languages, but his studies were interrupted by the war.   He served his homeland in the first world war, but unfortunately received serious gun wounds in both arms.   Consequently these wounds limited him to playing the piano, though he was capable of making music on other musical instruments.  Later during the war in hospital, he became acquainted for the first time with auxiliary languages and thus heard the name : Volapük.   But not until long after the war, in 1923, was he able to find books about this language, and soon he fell in love with Volapük.

He used to play the piano at the cinema to enliven the silent films of that time.   But the advent of sound films affected him unfavourably. Not only did he lose a safe and nice job, but he also lost money on his large sheet music collection, which he had bought for l0,000 marks.  This happened in the autumn of the year 1933, and as an opponent of the national socialist government in power in Germany, nobody was able to help him.   Finally in 1935 he succeeded in finding a position in a private ballet school where he worked for many years.

Johann Schmidt studied Volapük thoroughly.   He succeeded in acquiring an extremely large  library, which he increased with almost three thousand other works : novels, short stories, sketches, poetry and important works about the history of Volapük.   His knowledge of the language was extraordinary.   He received teaching diplomas and became a member of the academy in 1949.   He worked unceasingly.   He published a course for Germans, a history of Volapük. a full list of magazines and Volapük literature as well as a list of all the Volapük societies throughout the world.

Finally in 1950 he took over the presidency.   But the situation of an occupied and divided Germany at that time, as well as difficulties with customs officials, clearly demonstrated that he was not able to work successfully for the good of Volapük.  For this reason he transferred temporarily the office of president, with all rights and responsibilities, to the vice-president Arie de Jong, who  in Holland was able to accomplish much more for the language.   The presidency of Johann Schmidt was very difficult for him personally.   As a German, during a dark time in the history of Germany, he was not able to act normally.  Furthermore Volapük also suffered disadvantages as a result of the political situation at that time, because the promotion of universal languages  was forbidden.   Since Schmidt’s time, no German has ever undertaken  the presidency of the Volapük movement.   Johann Schmidt died suddenly on the 8th January, 1977.

2.   El Johann Schmidt äbinom musigan letälenik.   Äbinom pianodan legudik, id ämusigom me musigastums votik difik.   Ye sekü jütavuns in brads omik, pämiedükom ad pianodön.   Id älöfom pükis e suniko äseivom Volapüki.   Do ikomipom pro lomän oka dü volakrig balid,  äbinom taan reiganefa netasogädimik.   Ästudom Volapüki staböfiko ed ädagetom bukemi vemo gretiki lautotas difik.   Id ädabükom jenotemi Volapüka äsi lisedi lölöfik Volapükaklubas da vol.   Kodü stad bolitik in Deutän pos volakrig telid, no äkanom vobön benosekiko pro Volapük.  Sekü atos, älovegivom cifalami nelaidüpo vicifale Arie de Jong in Nedän, kel äkanom dunön mödikumosi nen neletians.   Ädeadom süpo tü del jölid yanula ün yel balmil zültum veldegvel.

