Unit 21

Johann Martin Schleyer was born in 1831 in Oberlauda, which is a small German village.   When he was eleven, he came to his uncle’s house, who was a head teacher and at the same time an organist.   He was with his uncle up to the age of fifteen and learnt from him Latin and music.   He had such great talent and appreciated music so very much that he became proficient, besides his many other accomplishments, in playing more than eleven musical instruments.   Amongst the musical instruments were also an organ and a harp, so that, when he was studying from 1852 to 1855 at university, and was preparing himself after that for the priesthood in the seminary of St. Peter, he was capable of acting in both places as an organist.   He received ordination in 1856 and when, in 1881, he selebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of his priesthood, he received from his admirers a magnificent harp.

He was extremely zealous and a very devout clergyman with a noble character and great love for (his) fellow men.  He wrote poetry a lot, especially religious poems and published for many years the magazines : „Zion’s Harp” amd „Grains of Gold.”   He had a great interest in nature, astronomy and particularly languages, and despite his weak body, he studied all these sciences.   During his whole life he was always learning languages so that at the end of his life, he had studied more than eighty very different languages.   Because of his affectionate and helpful character, he was loved by his parishioners.

In Litzelstetten, near the town of Constance, the idea of a universal language for all mankind dawned on him.   In 1878 when he was thinking about the foolishness of people who use in their languages very different alphabets and who even pronounce the same letters in very different ways, he devised a world alphabet with 37 letters which he sent to many people in authority.   In this alphabet he had a magnificent foundation for the construction of a universal language, and when, during a sleepless night, the whole structure of such a universal language dawned on him, he immediately began to note the first rules of such a language.   This occurred on the last day of March in 1879, and is considered as the birthday of Volapük.

1. Hiel Johann Martin Schleyer pemotom tö vilagil Deutänik.   Ädigidom  musigi so vemo, das äbepläyom musigömis plu ka degtelis.   Äbinom mu zilik ko kalad nobik.   Äpoedom mödiko, e dü yels mödik äpübom gasedis tel.   Ästudom ai pükis, e pö fin lifa okik, istudom plu ka jöldegis onas.   Äbinos tö zif nilü Konstanz, das tikamagot valemapüka isüikon pö om.   Idatikom volalafabi labü tonats kildegvel, e at äbinon stab valemapüka.   Eprimom sunädo ad penetön nomis püka somik, e tü del lätik mäzula, yela mil jöltum veldegzül Volapük pemotedon.

